Curious about Sunne?
Nyfiken på Sunne?
It was a sell-out when Rottneros Park,
Sunne Municipal Authority, and Region
Värmland sent out an open invitation to a
magical facade show on 4 September as part
of the EU CUPIDO project. The saga came
to life as darkness fell over the park.

September 8, 2021

”We feel really welcome in Sunne””
Nikola and Marija Trnavac and their
two children have become Sunne
residents.
After 10 years at Tetra Pak in the
Serbian town of Gornji Milanovac,
Nikola had the opportunity to work in
Sweden.
”My wife and I wanted to take the
opportunity to see what it was like living in another country. This is yet
another step in my career. It wasn’t an
easy decision to move away from relatives and friends but now we feel we
have made the right choice. Everyone
is so helpful and friendly. We feel really
welcome in a way that we had not expected,” says Nikola, 40.
They have two children, Ana, 6½,
who attends Östraskolan, and Iva, 3½,
who attends Hasselbol Preschool. The
induction period went well.
”The teachers are incredibly good
and very pleasant. All that is missing
is the language but that will come in
time,” says Marija, 38, who has begun
studying at SFI.

Colleagues from all
over the world
Nikola will also begin at SFI, but he has
not managed to find the time because of
his job. He has lots of good things to say
about Tetra Pak as a workplace.
”Tetra Pak is an international company and in my team here I have colleagues from many different countries.
When I took up my position in finance and accounting, English was the

Marija, 38, and Nikola, 40, with their children Iva, 3½, and Ana, 6½, feel very welcome in Sunne –
in a way they had not expected.

common language. I trained a great deal
initially as I was worried that people
wouldn’t understand what I was saying.

Turning point
The turning point for Nikola came when
his manager said: “Nikola, we understand you perfectly.”
”It was then that I felt accepted, and
I could relax. I’m no longer afraid of
speaking English. It’s just a matter of
having the courage to take that first step
and then stay focused.”

It was also his manager’s reassuring
words that meant that he felt ready to
see what it was like to work abroad.
”It’s the same company with the
same culture and I also knew who my
manager would be here in Sweden.
From that point of view it felt easy.”
Nikola works with finance and accounting, but he is really a mechanical
engineer.
”I find that my practical experience from the plant in Serbia is of great
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Continuing”We feel very welcome...”

benefit in my new role in finance and
accounting. Much of what I do is linked
to production and my past experience
has given me a good understanding and
lots of advantages.”

Moving abroad unusual
In Serbia it is unusual to leave your
roots and move abroad.
”Many people asked us why we were
moving when we had such a good life
in Serbia. Nevertheless, we longed for
a change and thought it would present
us with new opportunities and experiences. We still have our house in Serbia
that we can return to if and when we
want. Despite that, it wasn’t an easy decision. I thought it was difficult to leave
my finance and accounting position at a
graphics company specialising in flexographics. I had worked there for 10
years, and I was happy,” Marija says.
She hopes to find a new job in Sunne
as soon as possible.
”I have a university education in
economics as well as professional experience, and I hope and believe things
will work out sooner rather than later.
We’re here because we want to work.”

Hoping to buy a house
Nikola came to Sunne back in April. In
the middle of July he returned to Serbia
to collect the family. They didn’t know
much about Sunne prior to that but the
landscape reminded them of home.
”We had a good life in Serbia, but we
see that Sweden offers more opportunities, particularly for the children. We are
happy to be here in Sunne, and we’ll see
what the future holds.”
Nikola would ideally like to buy a
house as he enjoys renovating and finding new and interesting activities for
himself and the children.
Marija and Nikola enjoy hiking and
discovering places that are also fun for
the children. “Their first impression is
important and that is why we wanted to
come here in the summer. We were most
concerned about how the weather and
the climate would affect us as the days
became colder and darker.”
They feel that the fact that Sunne is a
small place is definitely a plus.

Spectacular facade show brings the saga to life
Rottneros Park is an important part of
our cultural heritage here in Sunne. It
has now acquired a new dimension
with the introduction of digital technology. As part of the plan to expand
the traditional range of cultural activities, Rottneros Park, Sunne Municipal
Authority, and Region Värmland joined
forces to arrange a unique facade show
on Saturday 4 September in an effort to
reach out to new target groups and acquire new cultural perspectives.
The event took place within the framework of the EU CUPIDO project, in
which Nome Municipal Authority in
Norway is also a partner.
Light, images, and music interacted with live performances by young
dancers and actors on and in front of
the facade of the manor house. Nature
and mysticism were the theme for the
”Gornji Milanovac is only slightly bigger than Sunne. I’ve lived in
Belgrade, and I know I don’t want to
live in a city. Preferably on a farm out
in the country. I think it’s particularly
good for children to grow up in that
way,” Nikola says.
At the moment they are living in an
apartment in the centre of Sunne and
they are trying to learn as much about
their new home area as possible.
”We haven’t been here very long,
but it’s safe and tranquil and yet at the
same time it seems to be a particularly
active town. Everything feels really positive and extremely exciting,” Marija
concludes.

evening, with the young Selma Lagerlöf
taking centre stage at the fictional
Ekeby manor.
The event was a sell-out as the audience was limited to 600 to comply with
Public Health Agency restrictions.
The facade show appear on our social media channels.

Henrik Rundqvist, Director of Recreation and
Leisure at Sunne Municipal Authority, and Håkan
Eriksson, Stavik Invest AB, owner of Ski Sunne.

Ski Sunne
invests heavily
Ski Sunne is investing heavily in
lift-borne cycling aimed at families with
children and extending across three generations. The cycling facility will be
officially opened in May 2022.
The local authority will purchase
services from Ski Sunne as part of a
new collaboration agreement focused
on improving public health and social
cohesion among the people of Sunne.
Cooperation is also very much about
ambition, determination, and strengthening Sunne as an attractive place to
move to and live in, and where it is easy
to start and run a business.

