Curious about Sunne?

Nyfiken på Sunne?
December 18, 2020

Now we long for the
bright winter landscape.

”We definitely want to stay in Sunne”
They moved from Sundbyberg to Sunne
a year and a half ago, to see if it would
work. To get a change of environment
and reconsider, to take a new look at
life.
”This spring, we definitely felt
that we want to stay here. Sunne
is good to us. People are friendly
and helpful”, said Johanna Levin,
37, and Mattias Boström, 40.
Life became less complicated
They took leave of absence from their
work, rented out the apartment in
Sundbyberg and moved into a house in
Bäck, which is 15 minutes from the centre of Sunne.
”In Stockholm, it usually takes us 45
minutes from door to door. So 15 minutes to the centre is nothing. Life is more
manageable and less complicated here”,
said Johanna.
She grew up in Charlottenberg in
Värmland, but she was often in Sunne
as a child because her grandmother and
cousins lived here.
”I have always liked Sunne, where
my mother grew up. I had a longing to
live in a detached house, and it felt quite natural to choose Sunne. At present
we rent, but we plan to buy a house.”
Enjoying the peace and quiet
Mattias grew up in Solna and has
always lived in a city environment.
”I found it easy to adapt. When we

The family, Johanna Levin, Edda Levin and Mattias Boström are happy in Sunne
and have decided to remain there. “The winter darkness is a bit difficult, but
the summer outweighs it. It is fantastically nice to live here then.”

collected the last removal consignment
of belongings in Sundbyberg, I realised
that there was actually nothing there
that I would miss, apart from relatives
and friends. We had lived close to my
relatives for ten years and now it felt
right that Johanna should get close to
hers”, said Mattias.
Today, they live in the countryside
and enjoy the peace and quiet, which
they did not have in the city with its
neon signs and traffic. With the forest in
close proximity and interesting wildlife,

nature offers new experiences every
day.
”It is nice to be able to give your
child a big lawn and the ability to move
freely.”
Daughter Edda Levin is seven years
old and goes to Östra school in central
Sunne.
”I like it and I like to play the piano
and I want to start at the cultural school.
Dad has been my teacher up to now,”
said Edda, who likes Beethoven and
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New bridge is important for Sunne’s development
The first turf for a new pedestrian and
bicycle bridge over the Fryken Sound
in central Sunne, from Strandvägen
over to the Torvnäs area, was cut on 15
December. The bridge is expected to
be ready on 1 November 2021. It will
also serve as a reserve bridge for emergency vehicles.
Sunne is expanding and the residential areas of Torvnäs and Solbacka are
being built together with the western
side of the Fryken Strait. There will
be a shorter distance to the city centre,
the railway station, Kolsnäs and the
Sundsberg area.
The long-term aim is to improve
the natural environment, the traffic
environment and health. We hope that
with the bridge more people will choose to walk and cycle instead of using
cars.
“The new bridge is important for
the continued development of Sunne
as regards planning of the centre, environment and safety,” said Kristina
Lundberg (C), Chairperson of the
Municipal Board.
The entire pedestrian and bicycle
path network in Sunne is being extended and the new pedestrian and bicycle
bridge will be an important link.
The shoreline areas on both the east
and west sides of the Fryken Strait are
important as recreational areas in proximity to urban areas. The new bridge is
Continuing ”We definitely want to stay...”

Mozart and also likes to listen to Mello
songs.
Mattias is learning to be a church musician part-time and attends the
Geijerskolan in Munkfors.
”The move gave me the opportunity
to find my interest in music. I wanted to
see if I could do any of it. I also work
part-time at Sunne Municipality as a
deputy archivist. An odd combination
perhaps,” said Mattias with a smile.
In recent years he had worked as an
IT archivist at the National Agency for
Education, and after the move he also
had time for a temporary position as
precentor in Lysvik.
Mattias had anticipated that he would
miss the substantial cultural offerings in
Stockholm.
”Sunne is a cultural area and there are many cultural experiences here,

Mikael Persson, Community Planner, Kristina Lundberg (C), Chairperson of the
Municipal Board and Linda Johansson (S), First Deputy Chairperson of the Municipal
Board, are cutting the first turf for a new bridge over the Fryken Sound.

part of the development and change to
Sunne 2.0 which is ongoing.
The bridge will be wide and stable
enough to function as a reserve route for
emergency vehicles such as an ambulance or a rescue vehicle.
To attain sufficient height to allow
free passage of vessels under the bridge,
the approach ramps are turned on both
sides.
After seven years of preparation,
construction of the bridge has finally
started. Work on the construction roads
has begun, also a road in the water for
piling the bridge supports.

FACT BOX
- Steel and concrete structure
- Three arches and two supports in the
water and navigable free height
- Completion on 1 November 2021
- Cost approximately SEK 20 million, of which co-financing from the
Swedish Transport Administration of
SEK 1.3 million
- Total length of the bridge 94.7 metres
- The bridge will have lighting in the
evenings
- Reserve bridge for emergency
vehicles

for example at Västanå Theatre and
Mårbacka. In a way it is liberating to
not have a thousand choices.”
It was Sunne’s organist Ragnhild
Pettersson who got Mattias to become
a church musician.
”Ragnhild is very inspiring as both
teacher and musician. Church music is
an exciting world, where I can do things
that I have never been able to do before,
such as conducting a choir. It’s really
helped me musically.”
Johanna joined the church choir that
Ragnhild conducts.
”It’s the best choir I have ever sung
in. Now we are longing to get started to
sing again when the pandemic is over.”
Johanna was a community planner with the Swedish Transport
Administration, but wants to get started
on something else.
”I’ll see what comes up, but I would

like to do gardening. I have worked
for a time as a church caretaker. I am
looking for work and I am open for something new. But I have not excluded
community planning.”
In Sunne you are someone
One thing they have reflected on as new
Sunne residents is that you get an identity quickly.
”Here you are someone, people are
interested. You get an opportunity if
you explain what you can do. In the
shops you get personal service and they
recommend others. There is a friendliness and goodwill that feels secure and
makes for well-being. We want to stay
here,” said Johanna and Mattias.

The new Sunne Municipal Chief Executive
Petra Svedberg, 39, will be Sunne’s new
Municipal Chief Executive. She will
start on 1 February 2021.
At present, Petra Svedberg is an
Area Manager for inpatient care in the
Värmland Region, with responsibility
for three hospitals.
The General Services Committee recommended Petra and it became clear
that she will get the post after a decision
at an extra meeting of the Municipal
Board.
”We are extremely pleased that there
was broad consensus on the decision.
We were also struck by the fact that
Petra has a heart for Sunne and sees the
potential that is there,” said Kristina
Lundberg (C), Chairperson of the Sunne
Municipal Board.
Petra Svedberg has the type of leadership that is needed.
”We have challenges and we need
a leader who listens and is clear. We
believe that Petra can bring about the
commitment and security for us to be
the forward-looking organisation that
we want to be. To develop and realise
Sunne’s vision.”

Petra Svedberg will be Sunne’s new Municipal
Chief Executive from 1 February 2021.

Sunne municipality already warmly
welcomes Petra Svedberg.
”Sunne has fantastic conditions for
growth and quality of life. For me,
courage, commitment and good heart
are extremely important. I believe in
vision, mission and people. I am extremely happy that I can make this journey
together with everyone in Sunne,” said
Petra Svedberg.

Investment in e-services makes
things easier for Sunne residents
Over the past two years, Sunne
Municipality has invested in developing
new e-services to meet the needs of residents in the digital world.
Sunne Municipality collaborates
with 14 of Värmland’s municipalities in
a common platform for e-services and
also has other e-services connected to
various systems.
Before the work was intensified in
2018, Sunne was among the municipalities in Värmland that had the least
number of e-services.
”Through objective work, we are
now in fourth place with handling cases
digitally,” said Sunne Municipality’s IT
Manager, Henric Eltonson.
Strategic investment from politicians
and management are behind the rising
curve.
”Benefits for the public from e-services are the main reason why we have
invested in e-services. There is an expectation of being able to do things

digitally today. Needs are constantly
increasing and we expect that pressure to deliver good e-services in all the
Municipality’s areas of activity will
continue to increase.”
Another reason for the investment
is the need to streamline the internal
work of the Municipality. It is a matter
of simplifying and speeding up so as to
be able to use working hours in the right
way.
”We encourage our departments to
think about more possible e-services to
make things easier for residents and that
make things more efficient for us internally. Citizens are welcome to submit
their own proposals.”
Some of the e-services that have
been appreciated by residents are the
application for school transport and the
application for preschool / after-school
recreation centre places during the summer holiday period.
”We want the organisation to think

Sunne signs a declaration
to strengthen work for democracy
The County’s 16 municipalities, and
Region Värmland and the County
Administrative Board Värmland have
chosen to make one joint democracy initiative. On Friday 23 October, they and
the initiator, the Democracy Committee
100 Years, met to sign the declaration
for a strong democracy.
Our democracy is worth protecting
each day! It can never be taken for
granted.
The County is doing this jointly to
strengthen cooperation in democracy
issues.
”It feels fantastic that we are doing
this together. This is one of the most
important things we as decision-makers
need to address, and was one of my priorities when I was appointed County
Governor just one year ago. Now, a year
later, we are here, the County’s 16 municipalities, the Region and the County
Administrative Board, in a joint effort to
deepen democracy work in Värmland.
There is a great need to raise these
issues, and to create contexts in which
people feel that they are being listened
to,” said Värmland County Governor,
Georg Andrén.
Read more at sunne.se

Kristina Lundberg (C), Chairperson of the
Municipal Board in Sunne, signs the Democracy
Declaration for Sunne Municipality.

digitally first. This requires some
adjustment in how we work. It is important that we develop and keep pace with
society,” said Kristina Lundberg (C),
Chairperson of the Municipal Board.

