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”Sunne has a nice, open feeling””
”We feel so welcome in Sunne, it has a
nice, open feeling. The things we need
are here and we enjoy being close to
everything – most of all to nature”, said
Annika Rudqvist and Anders Svensson
who moved from Österlen to Bäck in
Sunne a year ago.
After eight years in Skåne they wanted to return to Värmland. Annika left
her job in the social sector to become
a retiree, and Anders, who had had
leading positions in the real estate industry, decided to find a new job with
Värmland as a starting point.
”We have no connections with
Sunne, but we looked for a house in this
area to get closer to our relatives. We
wanted to live in the countryside and
have a small town close by. We found
the house we wanted in Bäck, fifteen
kilometres northeast of Sunne’s urban
area”, said Annika and Anders.
Anders was a carpenter originally.
His relaxation is to work with his hands
and fix things in the house. Annika is
now free all day. She works with forestry, handles wood, takes care of the
dogs and has time to read books.
”For me, it’s a whole new way of living because I retired at the same time
as I moved. I really missed the forest.
Nature is so accessible here and it is
easy to go to different places and experience new surroundings”, said Annika.
After a few years as acting property manager for Akademiska Hus in
Gothenburg, Anders has just been appointed CEO of Sunne Fastighets AB.
”It will be fun. I look forward to getting started and getting involved in everything. I’ve just met all the employees

Annika, 67, and Anders, 59, enjoy being close to everything in Sunne - most of all to nature and the forest.

and they seem to be a good bunch,” said
Anders.
When they moved from Värmland,
they first acquired an apartment in central Malmö to realise the dream of living
”in the middle of things”.
”Malmö is a nice city and we got to
sample big city life, which was fun. The
parks and the sea were our garden. In a
large city, everything takes much longer
time and life becomes more stressed. So
after two years, we felt we would rather
live in the countryside and we bought a
house in Österlen”.
Finding something new again and
changing their lifestyle felt easy after
the changes they had made in life.
”After a while in Österlen we realized that we would nevertheless still like
to go back to Värmland and to the environment we like best”.

They think that Sunne is a forward-looking, exciting, interesting
place.
”There is always a lot happening,
there is a lot to do and a lot of variety.
When our children come to see us, they
are surprised that so much happens in
such a small place”, said Annika and
Anders

Reducing food waste
”We want to improve understanding of
the environmental impact of food and
show that everyone can do things to improve the environment. In a demarcated
project for schools in Sunne and Torsby,
the goal is to reduce food waste by ten
percent”, said Gun-Britt Olsson, Energy
Next page....

Redaktör: Anneli Jansson
telefon: 0565 - 164 14
e-post: anneli.jansson@sunne.se

Sunne has Europe’s best broadband project

Kvarngatan is opened

Telia’s and Sunne Municipality’s cooperation project ”Heart of Sunne” –
about making Sunne Sweden’s first
municipality with a guaranteed digital future – took the first prize at this
year’s European Broadband Awards.
It is an annual gala in Brussels where
the European Commission presents
an award for Europe’s best broadband
project. ”Heart of Sunne” was the only
Swedish contribution – of 24 nominees
– that got as far as the final. In Sunne,
broadband expansion began eight years
ago.
”This confirms that it was a correct investment. We would never have
succeeded without a strong partner
like Telia which had experience and
knowledge that the Municipality lacked. In addition to widening the area
of work in the More Digital project,
with the aim of internal digital improvements, the Municipality has benefited on so many levels,” said Kristina
Lundberg, Business Developer in Sunne
Municipality.
On 29 June 2017, Telia and Sunne
Municipality presented the unique project, in which the old copper network is
replaced with the network of the future
via fibre and mobile. This means that
Sunne will be Sweden’s first municipality with a guaranteed digital future, on
31 January 2019.
Having a ”guaranteed digital future”
is not just about technology. It is also

Trees, new street lights, new
asphalt, marked
pedestrian and
cycling routes
and ramps to the
shops will make
Kvarngatan inviting and accessible
for
everyone..

Kristina Lundberg, Business Developer Sunne
Municipality and Erik Larsson, Broadband
Coordinator at Region Värmland, received the
European Broadband Award together with Jörgen
Secher, Telia’s Project Manager for Heart of Sunne

in Europe. But the real winners are the
residents of Sunne Municipality, who
now have a future-guaranteed network
that allows us to get acquainted with
new innovations and modern working
methods. We are geared for the future,
quite simply”, said Kristina Lundberg.

about people. Many elderly people live
in digital exclusion – which means that
they lack the knowledge, motivation
and technology to take advantage of the
potential of digitisation.
Therefore, ”More Digital” was
launched in Sunne – this being Telia’s Reducing Food waste...
educational programme in which
schoolchildren teach older people how and Environmental Engineer in Sunne
Municipality.
to become more digital.
Sunne and Torsby Municipalities are
”There is no point in building a motorway if no-one can drive cars on it. working together in the project, which
Therefore, ’More digital’ was so impor- is called SuToMat. Reducing food wastant and a way for us to reduce digital te is a part of the Municipality’s sustainability work, which is supported by
exclusion of elderly people.”
Hundreds of not-for-profit hours the Värmland County Administrative
have gone into cooperation between the Board.
Measurement of food waste takes
Municipality and the fibre associations
place in two of the Municipalities’
in the Sunne area.
”It is absolutely amazing that the pro- schools on two different occasions.
ject has made such a strong impression Pupils, educators and food workers will
have the opportunity to acquire more
knowledge about the climate impact of
Better traffic environment and new housing
food during the project.
A new, long awaited roundabout at the
A film on sustainability has been deMagasinsgatan/Järnvägsgatan juncveloped to provide an experience of the
tion in Sunne has been completed, and
environmental strategy work in Sunne
a new route from the railway station
Municipality. In the film, some of the
to the centre is ready, as is a walking
Municipality’s facilities – the Hasselbol
and cycling path on Strandvägen along
preschool, the Rågvägen assisted living
Frykensundet.
facility and the Labour Market Unit –
”This is part of a long-term plan to
show what they do to contribute to a
make the centre more attractive. Sunne
more sustainable Sunne.
should be nice, safe and accessible
”Sunne Municipality’s environmenfor everyone,” said Gunilla Ingemyr,
tal strategy guides our efforts to achieve
Chairperson of the Sunne Municipal
sustainable social development. With
Board.
the film, we want to show that what eveAn area of apartment buildings is beryone does is important”, said Gun-Britt
ing developed in Sunne, near the new
Olsson. See the environmental film:
pre-school at Torvnäs. Construction is
https://www.youtube.com/
planned to start after the turn of the year
watch?v=jKYoalDBwII
and occupation during the second half Mikael Persson, Community Planner and Gunilla
Ingemyr, Chairperson of the Municipal Board.
of 2019.
Selma Spa in Sunne is investing SEK 22 million in
order to become even better. The renovation will be
completed by Midsummer 2019.

